qS! 3313d

2024-2025 Impact Report
Two Years of Momentum: A (’W n W


https://pibo.ca/

PELEE ISLAND
BIRD OBSERVATORY

EST. 2004

Dear Friends of Birds,

Over the past two years, the Pelee Island Bird Observatory (PIBO) has reached a transformative moment
on its journey, made possible by your support.

Located on the most southerly inhabited point in Canada, where two major migratory flyways converge,
PIBO has spent more than twenty years documenting the astonishing movement of birds across the
continent. Their stories of resilience, fragility and interconnection guide us in our work.

In 2024 and 2025, your support helped PIBO achieve one of the most important milestones in our
history: the construction of our new Bird Centre, set to open in 2026. This centre will be a catalyst for
the next generation of conservation, research, education and community engagement on Pelee Island
and beyond. It will offer space for scientists to collaborate and for visitors to learn and experience the
wonder of migration up close.

At the same time, your donations ensured that our core scientific work was sustained. Across two years
and two full migration seasons, PIBO staff and volunteers monitored over half a million birds, gathering
the long-term data needed to understand how species are responding to climate change and other
man-made ecosystem impacts. Our outreach work continues too, strengthening Windsor’s commitment
as a Bird Friendly City and inspiring people of all ages to see why birds matter, as sentinels for our
shared future.

As we prepare for the Bird Centre’s opening, we are filled with anticipation and gratitude. Thank you for
believing in PIBO’s mission and for helping to shape a legacy that will endure for generations.
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Deborah Egan Margaret Atwood
Board Chair Founding Honorary Chair

TESTIMONIAL pete pavidson Vice President of Science and Monitoring, Birds Canada

“For more than two decades, the Pelee Island Bird Observatory (PIBO) has been an essential contributor
to migration science in a significant and iconic migration corridor. PIBO’s work in the unusual
juxtaposition of a remote landscape so close to urban areas presents a unique opportunity to the
applied research community.

I’'m excited to see PIBO’s future unfold to help birds thrive!”







PELEE ISLAND BIRD OBSERVATORY
Where Girds Tell a (}W&[vrg)

Located at the most southerly point in Canada, Pelee Island sits directly on the path of two major
migratory flyways. Each spring and fall, tens of millions of birds fly over this small island (42 km?) and
many stop to rest and refuel. This stopover in Lake Erie between Ontario and Ohio is one of the most
important migratory bird habitats in the country, globally recognized as a Key Biodiversity Area.

For over twenty years, PIBO has been
listening to what birds can tell us.
Through long-term, standardized
monitoring, we have:

Documented more than 57,000 birds
from 266 species, adding crucial
evidence to local, national and
hemispheric conservation efforts

Welcomed over 80 visitors to the
banding station in 2025, as well as
students and researchers from across
the region and the globe

Engaged communities through
education, urban birding and hands-on
citizen science

Built on partnerships along the flyways

of the Americas, including Mexico

Northern Parula (2024) >
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https://kbacanada.org/site/?SiteCode=ON013

...and

short anniversary film celebrating PIBO’s history
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=phVClBDrIY0

A NEW HOME FOR SCIENCE
AND COMMUNITY

Opening in 2026, PIBO’s new Bird Centre
represents a once-in-a-generation investment in
conservation infrastructure on Pelee Island. As a
scientific hub and a community gathering space,
the Bird Centre reflects PIBO’s belief that science
and community, together, can protect cherished
places that birds depend on.

A Catalyst for the
Next Generation

Artist’s Rendering

The Bird Centre will allow PIBO to:

Expand long-term migration monitoring
and species-at-risk research

Host scientists, students and visiting researchers

“When my late partner Offer workshops, demonstrations and interactive
. . exhibits for the public

Graeme Gibson and his son, P

Graeme Gibson the Younger, Cultivate bird- and pollinator-friendly gardens

for education and enjoyment

founded PIBO, they hoped

it would become a beacon Provide a dedicated meeting and learning space
for island residents, businesses and visitors

for science, conservation
and community. Graeme would Inspire young people growing up on the Island,
be delighted to see how farit the future stewards of its natural heritage

has come, and how the new

Bird Centre will anchor this Building Progress (2025)

work for generations to come. Site preparation completed

His legacy lives on in every bird
counted, every student inspired,
and every act of care for the
natural world”

Building footprint established and framed

Interior research and education spaces
designed and built

Plans underway for outdoor learning

Margaret Atwood environments

Feumeling [Rlenatry Clely PO Fundraising campaign in its final stages
Anticipated opening in 2026, marking the
beginning of PIBO’s next chapter
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JUNE 2025 DECEMBER 2025
Construction begins Approaching the final stage of construction
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Staff and volunteer accommodation
in the research wing

A space for gathering and community building A suite for visiting researchers



TWO YEARS OF SCIENCE
What We Lwnw(ﬁom M@mﬂon

PIBO’s dedicated staff and volunteers monitored
migration at Fish Point, documenting the
movement of birds across seasons and shifting
conditions. Their work forms part of a national
and hemispheric network that tracks bird
populations and informs conservation decisions.

2024-2025 Highlights

Thousands of birds counted and banded across
spring and fall migrations

Evidence of shifting migration timing in
response to weather and food availability

Memorable observation included King Rail,
Lousiana Waterthursh (2024), American Golden
Plover and Painted Bunting (2025); Worm-eating
Warbler (2024) is only the seventh individual
banded since 2016

Recaptures demonstrating remarkable bird

fidelity to Pelee Island year after year « B T .
v v v Banding birds in another

Two international interns, from Mexico (2024) country, witnessing the fall
and Colombia (2025), gaining hands-on . R

. - ’ migration firsthand, and
experience in field science <

understanding that many of the
Strengthened collaboration with Birds Canada, snecies el reseed Mk
universities in Southwest Ontario, species thal passed throus
and international birding partners my hands will continue their

Migration monitoring offers a window into the journey to Colombia—some

health of ecosystems — and into the challenges even to spend the winter
birds face. While nearly one-third of North there—has been ([eepl\' moving.

America’s birds have disappeared since 1970, This experience has allowed me
PIBO’s work contributes essential evidence to 5 €X] - =€ :

guide policy, research and conservation action. to strengthen my knowledge
and connection with migratory
birds, and I hope to share
everything I've learned with
my colleagues in Colombia,
while also helping to open up
new opportunities for more

~olombians to experience

working and learning at Pelee
Island”

Dennys Johana Plazas Cardona
Intern from Colombia, summer 2025



COMMUNITY & PARTNERSHIPS
Juspiring Action
Engaging Windsor: A Bird-Friendly City

Over the past two years, PIBO strengthened its partnerships in Windsor-Essex, supporting the City’s
ongoing commitment to becoming and sustaining its status as a Bird-Friendly City.

Through programs such as urban birding events, public education on window collision prevention,
and collaborative outreach with municipal and community partners, PIBO helped residents see how
birds connect neighbourhoods, ecosystems and cities across the flyway.

Bird window collisions are one of the leading causes of death for migratory birds. Window decals
make windows visible to birds by creating patterns or reflecting ultraviolet light which break up the
reflection of the sky. PIBO is a longstanding partner of the University of Windsor, which has launched
a Bird-Friendly Campus initiative which includes monitoring of bird casualties and installing student-
designed window decals.

The City of Windsor, another PIBO collaborator, has been designated a Bird-Friendly City and installed
decals on municipal buildings.
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PIBO was pleased to guide visitors from Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (part of UNESCO) on a bird walk
along Windsor’s waterfront.

Building a Culture of Conservation

PIBO continues to engage people of all ages through:
Hands-on learning experiences during migration
Owling nights and public banding demonstrations

Nature walks and citizen science activities

These programs strengthen local conservation culture
and help ensure that birds remain part of our shared
future. Another point of engagement comes with our
Birds of a Feather Membership program, with members

.. . ) An annual community favourite: a Swift watch night in Ford
receiving The Pinion, a members only bi-monthly Test Track Park.

newsletter with updates on the world of birds.



LOOKING AHEAD
2026 “Priovities

The last two years have been focused on building the foundation that will enable us to grow to the
next stage in our evolution. We are now well positioned, with a building nearing completion and a solid
fundraising plan that will allow us to realize our ambitious vision of a Bird Centre on Pelee Island.

Opening the Bird Centre

The Bird Centre will be a living laboratory,
allowing PIBO staff and volunteers to collaborate
with researchers around Lake Erie and beyond
to reduce the decline of birds along the flyway.
There is still a lot to do behind the scenes, from
furnishing the building, fitting it out with the
necessary equipment, developing procedures of
all kinds to ensure that it’s ready for our visitors.

We hope that everyone who visits us on Pelee
Island, whether they are birders, tourists or
residents, will be inspired to learn more through
educational displays and programming.

Watch for our official grand opening in the fall!

Science, Education and
Knowledge Mobilization

In collaboration with Birds Canada, PIBO

has developed a new Science Plan, Beyond
Monitoring: Building a Collaborative Migration
Research Hub at Pelee Island. We will build on
our legacy of monitoring and tracking migratory
behaviours, pathways and connectivity. And our
value is advancing migration science at the heart
of Lake Erie: a place where research, education,
and community come together to inspire action
for birds and the natural world we share.

In the short-term, it includes the implementation
and use of advanced tracking technology and
collaborative networks (e.g. Motus Wildlife
Tracking System) to study migratory routes,
stopover ecology, survival and population
connectivity across the hemisphere.

For the mid-term, the plan defines our applied

research priorities, including assessing impacts of
human and environmental stressors on migratory

timing, stopover behaviour, foraging ecology,
reproductive success and species distribution.

To ensure our data and research is relevant and
effects conservation change, we will expand our
collaborative efforts with the Canadian Migration
Monitoring Network (CMMN) and with their input,
stakeholders in the Lake Erie basin.

Community Engagement
and Partnerships

One of PIBO’s unique qualities is its remoteness
and proximity to urban centres in Windsor Essex.
We will build on our strong foundation and
engage stakeholders to identify their needs.
From there, we will build programs and
partnerships that create community impact.

Our objectives include getting families out in
nature, reducing bird fatalities and increasing
activity in citizen science.

Organizational Maturity

The successful opening of the Bird Centre brings
PIBO to a new stage in our evolution. With new
infrastructure comes the need to strengthen
operations and professionalize our management,
fundraising and communications. With your
support, we are adding capacity to the team
and look forward to what we can build together.

Bulliepues




Rob Tymstra Pelee Island Resident

An experienced naturalist, Rob supports PIBO’s bird census and delights
in guiding visitors and enjoys taking people out on tours to see the birds.
He loves sharing his love of nature with others, especially rank beginners,
as he gets to vicariously experience the thrills of seeing everything new.
After over 50 years as a birder and counting more than 270 species on
Pelee Island, he still describes his work with birds and nature as play.
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THANK YOU

< beent an WW%LW@ Time and we covlAn’t have
Aone wa&ﬂwuf%ou.

Your generosity fuels science, inspires communities, and ensures that the stories birds carry across
continents continue to be heard — from Pelee Island to the world.

Founding Legacy Builders
Margaret Atwood
The Pinchin Family

Transformational Donors
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Kim Samuel

Anonymous (1)

Leadership Donors
Anonymous (1)

Supporting Donors

Cynthia Aoki

Bruce Bailey

Durjoy Bangladesh Foundation
Jennifer lvey Bannock

Dax Dasilva

Natasha Foy

Scott Griffin

Rosamund lvey

Shoba Kanda and Rejesh Lopes
Portia Leggat and Brian Levitt
Derreck Martin

Kendy and Pui Mei Ng

Heather Reisman

Wilkin Della’aquila Family Foundation

Community Donors and Members
Caitlin Agnew

Peter Albu and Karen Scheller
Sawsan Alhaddad

John Ambrose

Christine Anger

Rosemary Antze

Harold Atwood

Jacqueline Baker

Lynn Baker

James Richard Castro Banales
Robert and Birgit Bateman
Janet Bayley

Diane Bays

Margaret Benson

Maya Berger

Cynthia Berney

Rita Bijons

Michelle Bondy

Soharn Boyagoda

Elizabeth Brachaniec

Pearl Bradd

Nancy Bradshaw

Lynne Brittain

Beverly Brookman

Bonnie Brooks

Laura Brown

Robert Brown and Paul Maranger
Sarah Brown

Jim and Carol Burrell
Steve Burrows
George Butterfield
Dale Butterill

Sarah Cardwell

David Caron

Danny Catt

Howard Chang
Mauer Chiarello

Bob and Jane Clark
Jenn Collins and John Esplen
Sarah Colwell
Suzanne lvey Cook
Conam Foundation
Justin Connidis

Ann Marie Corker
loana Cornea

Denton Creighton
Lorna Crozier

Dean Cummer

Mary Curran

Rob Dales

Anthony Davidson
lan Davidson

Michael and Honor de Pencier Founda-
tion

Kim DeBrass

Jennifer Deighton
Jamie Depolla
Margaret Devos
Charlie Diamond
Donnelly Family Foundation
Michelle Duister
David Duncan
Cynthia Dunlavy
Robert Dunlop
Heather Dunn and Chethan Lakshman
Heather Edwards
Deborah Egan

Ardith Ekdahl

Kim Etherington-Reid
Kim Fahner

Moira Ferguson
Johanna Foster
Robert Foster
Jennifer Franklin-MclInnis
Suzanne Friemann
Kathy Gerylo
Matthew Gibson
Isabel Gibson

Peter Gilgan

June Gilhespy
Deborah Goldblatt
Ben Goldsmith

Jack Goodwin
Wayne Grady

J Graham

Jean Granto

Kim Graybiel

Shirley Grondin

Chris Gugliemo

Sandra Gulland

Tony Hailu

Anna Haines

Anna Hartle

Julian Hawkins

Janet and Paul Heffer
Kelley Hishon

Nelson Ho

The Hockey Family Foundation
Gill Holmes

Kristi Honey

Jeffrey Howard

K.M. Hunter Charitable Foundation
Sumaiya Irfan

Julie Jacobson

Henri Jacques

Joan Jenner

Al Jette and Cheryl Swan
Lori Karny

Mary-Ellen Kavanaugh
Theresa Kavanaugh
Milton Kelly

Heather Kembel

Marnie Kidd

Rachel and Jeremy Kielstra
Sarah King

David Kraus

Patricia Leblanc-Jaeger
Pat Lenz

Craig Lewington

Marie Lloyd

Branden Lunansky

Leib Lurie

Cyndra MacDowall

Carol MacKenzie

Carl Maiolani

Paul Manley

Heather Manness

lvan Mao

Sharon Martens

Derreck Martin

Rick Masse

Kulin Matchhar and Liam Randhawa
Gary Maw

Mark Maybank

E.J. McAdams

Claire and Jim McAllister
McBurney Foundation
Ric McBrier

Janet McCausland
Beverly McDonald

Gail McLellan Dukic
Gordon McTaggart



Mary Meanwell
Cheryl Melville
Barbara Milne

Martin Mittelstaedt
Bob Montgomerie
Gavin Morito-Karn
Grant Munroe

Marc Ngui

Mark O’Neill

Ann Oliver

Elizabeth Osuch
Susan Page

Aldo Pannozzo
Marion Parsons

John Parsons

lan Pearson

John and Beth Pearson
Mark Peck

Richard Peddie

Evan Peppler
Pamela Perrault
Rosanne Petrich
Richard Pope

Anna Porter

Maryam Pourabdollah
Coleen Quinn

Janet Quinn

Ceta Ramkhalawansingh
Liam Randhawa
Linda Rice Lorenzetti
Lewis Rich

Anne Ross

John Ruffolo

Karen Scheller

Peter Scheller
Walter Schmoranz
Erika Schroedersecker
Andrea Shaughnessy
Manjit Shaw

Phil Sheridan
Timothy Shortridge
Renee Silberman

lvor Simmons
Merilyn Simonds
Dean and Peggy Singleton
Shawn Slack
Sydney Smee
Garfield Smith

Russ and Lynn Smith
Patricia Somerville
Ann Sprague

Shawn St. Michael
John Stephen
Marylee Stephenson
Andrew Stewart
Kathleen Sturba
Susan Swan

Hannah Telfer
Katrina Thach
Kathryn Tiessen
Rick and Carol Tomalty
David Trowbridge
Daniel Turko

Chris Van Cryenest
Gabriel Villiard
Kenneth Wagner
Martha Watson
Jeffry Weisman
Datlaf Weseloh
Bruce Wheatley
Cynthia Wheatley
Marion Willms
Randy Wilson

Karen Wilson

Karen Ann Wilson
Joan Winearls
Catherine Wismer-Manley
Julia White

Patricia Woodford
Steven Wong

David Young

Kara Zuaro
Anonymous (2)

Supporting Friends, Government
and Organizations

Adventure Canada

Bailey & Company

Canada Summer Jobs (Government of
Canada)

Canadian Federation of University
Women, Orillia

CarricDesign

Cenovus

Comox Valley Writers Society
Douglas Design

Friends of BirdLife International
Gallant Law

HarperCollins Publishers

Hatch

Invisible Publishing

Labatt Breweries of Canada
LEADWAVE

Mantella Corporation

Maverix

Murdoch Mysteries

Native Trees and Plants

Nature Canada (Work to Grow Grant)
Observer Publications

One Young World

Pelee Wings Nature Store

Penguin Random House Canada
Pure Pelee

Quest Nature Tours

Stray Dog Designs

The United Way Centraide Canada
Vortex Canada

Wings Over the Rockies Nature Festival
Society

Woodbridge Farm Books
Anonymous (2)

Thanks to all of our staff and volunteers, including our dedicated

Board of Directors.

Fall 2025 - PIBO team
Suzanne Friemann, Sumiko Onishi, Graeme Gibson the Younger,
Sarah Bonnett, Dennys Johana Plazas Cardona

Spring 2025 - PIBO staff and volunteers
Alesandra Wilcox, Sumiko Onishi, Caillie Monrad, Kiah Jasper



Join our Birds of a Feather membership community today!
pibo.ca/en/birds-of-a-feather

Contact us
info@pibo.ca
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https://bsky.app/profile/peleeislandbird.bsky.social
https://www.facebook.com/PeleeIslandBirdObservatory/
https://www.instagram.com/peleebird/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pelee-island-bird-observatory/?originalSubdomain=ca
mailto:info@pibo.ca
https://pibo.ca/en/birds-of-a-feather/
https://pibo.ca/

