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Executive Summary
A varidy of research, education and outreaphograms were completed by the Pelee Island Bird
Observatory in 2014, making it a very productive and enjoyable year.

t L . $pwhg and fall migration monitoring coverage at Fish Point Provincial Nature ReserveoOnta

Parksg Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources) ran from Apf¥itd June 1, and August Stto

November 1%, for 178 coverage days in total. Seven employees and volunteers contributed a total of

1465.5 field hours to record 197 species at Fish A Yy i RdzNAYy 3 t L. hQa aidl yRINR C
75 species were banded in 4497 net hours, for an average catch rate of 0.59 birds/net hour.

Anumberof other research studies weralsocompleted this year including amphibian and marsh bird

survggs, ALY {LISOASA |G wAhal Y2yAG2NAy3IS |y 2y3I2Ay3I Y
Frog,and monarch butterfly counts. In the summer, staff conducted morning and evenieglibgebird

censuses from Juné“3o July 29 and collected detailedata used to determine the number of male

birds holding territories on two study sites in the Stone Road Alvar.

tL.hQa SRdzOFGA2Y YR 2dzi NSI OK LIMtEMVeytut inkl&sbll  Sa &
visits will resume in the New Yedihree live video conferences were carried out with claseeshe

Ontario mainland this spring, a continuation of the online classroom presentations that were begun in

2012.t L . Rafehook page remained actjand at the time of writing has over four hundred

followers.Additional education and outreach activities this year included our popular public owling
YAIKGAZT O0ANR oFyYyRAY3I RSY2YAUNrdAz2ya 2FFSNBR (2 OA

The work accomplished this year was made possifaleks to the critical help of many organizats

and individuals (please see Acknowledgements sectitimir support continues to allow PIBO to pursue
a multitude of programs that benefit North American Neotropical migrants, national and provincial
Speaés at Risk, and many Carolinian nesting birds with limited breeding ranges in Canada.
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Introduction

¢CKAAE NBLRNI &adzYYFNRT S& GKS NB&adzZ Ga 2F tL. hQa NBaS
RSGFAfa FTNRY tL.hQa YAINIGA2Y Y2y AG2NAysHDrdJNEINI YT
and amphibian studies; monarchutberfly counts; and Species at Risk monitoring. Where appropriate,

results are presented in tables throughout the section, including the number of individuals and species
banded, recaptured and captured at Fish Point this year; Northernv@et Owl capture totals;

breeding bird territories identified on BBC plots; field effort; and Species at Risk encountered by PIBO in

2014. Also included are edited versions of the spring and fall migration updatesré@asted

OKNRdzZAK2dzi GKS @SINJ 2ypageL. hQa ¢SoaAidsS FyR ClFO0So22

PIBQundertooka number of community outreach programs in 2014, and the details of these programs

and activities are provided. Several online video conferences were conducted from the island with

schools on the mainland, the banding station hostddrgey dzY 6 SNJ 2 F @AaAG2NEX | yR t
nightscontinued to be popular with islanders, cottagerand mainland visitors.

Songbird Migration Monitoring

Migration monitoringis a standardized program of sampling migrants by capture or observation.
Repeated daily and annually, it has the capacity to contribute scientifically meaningful data that can
further our understanding of bird migration ecolog¥he data collected at migfion stationsprovides
baselineinformationthat is used to detecthanges in th@opulation trends of songbirds thainnually
migrate to and from their breeding anwintering grounds. Accurate knowledge of population status and
change is fundamental tgecies conservation, and asamy songbirdsummer and winter in remote

and inaccessible areas, it can be difficult to survey these speaiside of the migration season.

In Canada,ite Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) oversees migratioriesud Canada.
The network is made up of more than twerfye permanent sites established across the country that,
like PIBO, generate daily migration counts for a wide range of species. Monitoring stations are
committed to collecting standardized dataahcontributes to our collective understanding of the
changes taking place in populations of migratory &itd documentingnigration at the station itself,
and toother bird-related studies.

t L. hQa YA 3INJI doveragé atFighyPhirk ProldiHure Reserve (Ontario Park©ntario

Ministry of Natural Resourcesdn from April #to June 1€, and August tto November 1%, for 178

coverage daym total. Seven employees and volunteers contribugetbtal of 1465.5 field hours to

record 1974 LISOA S&a G CAaK t2Ay(d RdzZNAYy 3 tHYspebie@iered (I Yy R NR
banded in 4497 net hours, for an average catch rate of 0.59 birds/net hour.

Spring Migration

Thel2" spring migration monitoring season at Fish Point Provifdadlire Reserve concluded on June
10" after 71consecutive days of coverafess one day) from Apriftlin all, 17%pecies were

R2 OdzY Sy (i SBR 2AW/T A& QA hiQ W O pasprihurs bofsBridardi edXidlolsarvatiop ¢

and bird banding. 2Warbler species were tallieddhe island this spring by staff and volunteers,
includinga YellowThroated Warbler, many Northern Parulas, Chessided Warblers, Blagkroated
Green Warblers and Pine WarblefsCattle Egret was also seen, althoughaswa norstandard
observation and not part of the usual migration monitoring activities. This was only the second record
for PIBO.



Bird banding ran from April &0 June 2, 46 days in total, including 10 days with less than complete

coverage due tinclement weather. It waa good banding season, with 8bRds captured of 62 species

in 1461 net hours, for an average catete of 0.58 birds/neK 2 dzNJ 6 YdzOK KA IKSNJ G KI y f
rate of 0.40 birdshet-hour). Severstaff and volunteers contouted 239.5 fielehours to the spring

migration program.

w —
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Migration monitoring began Aprilflwith an active first census of the year. Many American Robins were
observed, along with Dastyed Juncos, Song Sparrows, a variety of blackbird species (some feverse
migrating), and good numbers of wafewl. Many more Common Mergansers and Common
Goldeneyes wre seen asund the island than in past Aprils, as the unusually cold weatterented

them from migrating due tothe persistence of the ice on the lake. Migration slowed down in the
following days as winds turned to the north, but by tHet6e weatherhad become calm and thousands
of waterfowl were seen on the lake (although at distances too great for tleebetreadily identified).

On April7™ bird activity picked up again and 72 Goldemwned Kinglets were counted on census, along
with several diffeent species of sparrows and large numbers of blackbirds.-&g# Juncos were a
common sight for the next several days. The first warblers of the season, two Yettgyed Warblers,
were seen and heard on census on Aptil Bigh winds and waves madadifficult to count the large
numbers of ducks feeding out on the lake, but Redasted Mergansers domated, with several

hundred beingseen oneach census

. - J.-‘ W
FISh Point Provincial Park. Photo by Sachiko Schott.



April 18" saw the sudden and unexpext return of winter, with temperatures dropping from 2Q the
F2tf 26Ay 3 RG the tile@s aNdbyshed werexovered in snow and ice, and census was
delayed by the necessity of detourirayound a tree that had fallen across the roadwéts a veryguiet
day for birds- even the Redvinged Blackbirdsvere keeping to themselvesyhich madeit easier to

hear the quiet calls of the first Pine Warbler and Blabkoated Green Warbler for the season. Hermit
Thrushes, Darkyed Juncos and Rusty Blackbingge observed feeding in the nettiragea, laying up
fat againsthe unexpectedly rough weather.

Low temperatures and persistent north winfits the following few daysnade for a slow stato the

bird banding seasarMist nest were set up on the Té&nd banding began the next day. The most
common birds captured were Raftinged Blackbirds, Whit€hroated Sparrows and American Robins.
Warbler migration kicked offith sightings of Blackhroated Green, Western Palm, Pine, and Black
and-White Warblersand a Northern Waterthrush banded on the8

A Cattle Egret was observed on the afternoon of the 18th hanging about on a cottage lawn at the North
end of the island. This African species was first regmbih North America in 1941, and a breeding group

of them was reported on Pelee Island for several years until the colony was abandoned .iG8A€&0

then they have been diged on the island only rarely, and this record is only the second one for PIBO.

An interesting encounter occurred on the'25vhen the remains of a banded American Robin were

found in the netting area. Upon investigation, it turned out that the robin was originally banded by PIBO
in the spring of 2008 as a secoyear bird, making it six years old when it was kdladjood age foa

robin, although several years short of the current longevity record for the species, which is 13 years. It
was probably predated by a Shaghinned Hawk, several of which were observed flying over the netting
area and on census.

A warm front on ApriBO" brought in many new species, including Yellow Warbler,-Bleaded Vireo,
Grey Catbird, Baltimore Oriole and Raaeasted Grosbeak. A Virginia Rail was also observed on census.

Things began to pick up on Ma¥ &fter thunderstorms the previous g pushed through a large group

2T 61 NDf SNEXZ Ay Of dzR A-gided, MagSoliBl&kTardaedBlue Warblggand / KSa (0 y dz
American Redstarts. Several Nashville Warblers were banded. This diversity of warbler species

continued in the following dgs, with the first Orangé N2 6 Y SR 2 | Nbf SNE Ainfed 2y Qa 2
Warbler and Hooded Warbler banded between tieahd the 11"

e,

Male Hooded Warbler. Photo by Sachiko Schott.
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Yellow Warblers were a constant in the netting area and on ceinsosApril 3¢ onwards Several
banded Yellow Warblers were sighted aiegpeatedlyrecaptured, and most likely established territories
in the netting area. Breeding activity was well underway for some species bylayidand House
Wrens, American Robimd YellowShafted Flickers were all observed building nests around the
banding station.

The first Rubyrhroated Hummingbirds showed up on Mdyif large numberg six of them were
captured during banding, and a BlaBkled Cuckoo was banded on May"1@n unusual sighting was
made on the 11, when two Common Nighthawks were spotted perched in trees around the banding
station.

Several episodes of reverse migration were reported in May. On'tlzel&ge movement of warblers,
orioles, tanagers, gréeaks and blackbirds was observed moving south. Large numbers of Myrtle
Warblers, Western Palm Warblers and Nashville Warblers were sighted, along with the fisy&kd
Vireo, American Pipit and Orchard Oriole of the season. There was a smaller moweéiets on May
12", the highlight of which was a YelleWroated Warbler. A much larger reverse migration was
observed on May 13 when many hundreds of Tennessee Warblers, Nashville Warblers, Indigo
Buntings, RedVinged Blackbirds and Baltimore Oriolesre observed flying south off Fish Point, both
on census and by other bird watchers. Flycatcher species were common as well, and the first Yellow
bSt t ASR I YR &olihdsedsdd saverdbbriidd ithét Sein& ddy.

Spring Song activities kickedohMay ¢ A § K G KS &GF NI 2F tStSS LatlyRQ3
the morning of the 19 was slow for birds, in total the eleven teams sighted 157 species.

Congratulations to J and K Rolling, who were the winning team with 121 species sight&grifilge

Song weekend was also enlivened by a male Prothonotary Warbler, which was frequently observed

singing around one of the nest boxes at Fish Point. A couple YRteasted Chats were also spotted at

various points on the island.

May 16"¢ | & t Husiebt @ay of the season, with 95 birds banded of 20 species. The banding totals

showed a definite influx of Chestn@ided Warblers (18 banded) and Northern Parulas (7 banded, which

Ad Sljdzrf G2 tL.hQ&a LINBOA2dza KdnBriG® yedr). Aftérihatfthe2 T b 2 NI
number of birds banded began to steadily decline as the end of the spring migration advanced.

An Eastern Kingbird was banded on Ma{,1#n unusual capture as this flycatcher species prefers open
spaces and usually stayp above the dogwoods in the netting area, out of reach of the mist nets. This
was only thehird kingbird ever banded at PIBO.

A warm front moved through on May 2lheralded by a shoiived but torrentialthunderstorm The
first Mourning Warbler ofhe season was banded on May'%2and a Connecticut Warbler was
photographedon census that same day, the only one observed this season.

One last mixed flock of warblers moved through the netting area on tHe &ih aBlackburnian

2 Nbf SNE siamlers, twb GaRagdl@Warblers, five American RedstartsNorthern
Waterthrushesand two Ovenbirddanded Warbler diversity declined precipitously after that, although
Magnolia Warblergontinued to becaptured on the 29, 30" and 3F, and amale Fboded Warbler was
banded on May 31



Female Reavinged Blackbird. Pho

to by Sachiko Schott.

June was the final day of banding for the spring season. Five birds were banded of five species, all of
them local nesters: Yellow Warbler, Grey CatbimiywBy Woodpecker, Common Grackle and Red

Winged BlackbirdCensus continued until June1,Gand for the mospart turned up a predictable roster

of local nesting birds (Red/inged Blackbirds, Cedar Waxwings, {Bgdd Vireos, Yellow Warblers),
along with afew waterfowl and shorebirds (Least Sandpipers, Spotted Sandpiper).

New species were still being seen almost right up until the last day of coverage. A Western Kingbird was

spotted at the tip of Fish Point on thé's
a singing Acadian Flycatcher was heard on the 9

Table 1¢ Spring Coverage Effort

Description
Coverage

Coverage days

Netting days
Birdsbanded
Net hours
Bird/net hour
Species
banded
Recaptures
Species
recaptured

GKS FTANAG

2014 2013 2012 2011
Apr1l-  Aprl- Apr4d4g Apr4g
Jun10 Junb6 Jun 10 Jun 8

71 67 68 66
Netting period Apr 18 Apr15¢ Apr13¢ Apr12¢
¢Jun2 Jun5 Jun5 May 31

46 53 44 38

852 531 863 767

1461 1321 1484 1106

0.58 0.41 0.58 0.69

62 65 63 61
80 66 56 70
11 13 13 14
172 168 159 173

Species
recorded

2010

Apr 2¢
Jun 10

70

Apr 4¢
May 28

47
708
1442
0.49
67

65
11

166

2009

Apr 1¢
Jun 10

71

Apr 2¢
May 24

44
825
1640
0.51
68

77
18

170

2008

Apr 3¢
Jun 14

73

Apr 5¢
Jun 10

55
794
1927
0.41
69

95
9

175

/ 2 2 b)sasXEeén oh the¥oland2 T

2007

Apr 1¢
Jun 15

76

Apr 2¢
Jun 1

48
637
1373
0.46
67

66
10

177

idKS



Fall Migration

The fall migration monitoring season at Fish PoinwvPrcial Nature Reserve ran for 16@nsecutie

days of coverage, from Augusttb November 18. Inall, 165 LJISOA Sa 6SNB R20dzySy i SR
2TFAOAL £ WO 2 dpérdo@holirddbstandRrdized figldbsegvatipn and bird banding. 28

warbler species were tallied on the island tfa# by staff and volunteers, includirane GoldeAwinged

Warbler, Hood®& 2 I Nbf SNEX 2 Afaz2yQa 21 NbftSNAZ ¢SyySaasSsS 2t
Other notable speciesne newspeciesvask RR S R (i 2 icidl Peled |1S)ad liggmdrican White

Pelican. Threflocks were seen on census this fall, bimgg L . h Q és lishupl® Q70 (fron269

speciedn 2012.

Bird banding ran fromugust 16 to November &, for 100days in total, includind2 days with less

than complete coverage due to inclement weather. It was a good banding seasod,AR#hirds

captured of58 species irB026net hours,for an average catchate of 0.59birds/net-hour, which was

GSNE Of 248 ( 2raté df 58 hildikhoF.© 4 . @ Q& O FdedHydatchednd B
Swallowswer® | Y RSR G KA & Tl ff X ciesbNdhdédup 16 AM(form 109i02012). five i 2 F &
staff and volunteers contribute@55.75field-hours to the fall migration program.

¢KS F2fft2¢Ay3 YAINIGA2Y &dzYYl NRS
written narrativesfoundh y t L. hQa Hnmn 5FAfé [
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American White Pelicans. Photo by Sumiko Onishi.

tL.hQa FrLff aSIFazy o83 dteytwd Adudricih Rit2 Belichnd weeyspottedaihdza i ™
census, mixed in among the thousands of Dou®lested Cormorants ahe tip of Fish Point. Overall,

though, census and banding weslw. Four more pelicans were spotted on Augu$t Bocalbreeding

birds made up the bulk afbservations, and Fox Pond wthg scene of the most songbird activity due to

the large numbers diledged young and their parents who feed in the area. Indigo Buntings, Northern

Cardinals and Yellow Warblexere seen daily. Large groups of Baltimore Orialese seenmoving

through the netting area, feeding in preparatidor their trip to Central andouth America

Thetemperature, which was unseasonably cool for early Augirstoped markedly onthe 156 2 p x /
with north-west winds, bringing in several new warbler species for the fall. A Prothonotary Warbler and

10



a Northern Parula were seen on cesstwo American Redstarts and a Blackburnian Warbler were
banded, and a Canada Warbler was observed in #tgng area.

Fall migration continued to be slow during the second half of August as warm south winds discouraged
migration. The majority of birdganded continued to be Common Grackles and House Wrens, most
likely local birds who were hatched or had nested on the island, but activity began to pick up towards
the end of the month.

New warbler species for the season continued to arrive, with theNMesgnolia Warblers, Chestnut

Sided Warblers, and Ovenbirds observed on Augu&t th@ first BlackThroated Blue Warbler on

August 2%, and the first Goldeiwinged Warbler on August 29Very often, mixed flocks of warblers
were observed in and arourtie netting area, but the birds were flying too high up in the canopy to be
caught in the mishets. After the winds turned to the north on the 23the number of warblers began

to increase, culminating in 17 birds banded on Augu¥t 3the of them Amecan Redstarts.

On August 28, onlookers at the banding station noticed a large concentration of songbirds in a distant
tree. Closer observation revealed that the assorted Baltimore OriolesERed Vireos, and various

warbler species were all clusteteround a single Common Nighthawk roosting on a branch. Small
songbirds frequently mob owls and raptor species by giving alarm calls and even physically attacking the
predator, but in this case they showed no signs of alarm and eventually dispersezink geey just

RARY QU 1Yy26 6KIG (2shapedpidl! 2F &ddzOK | ad N}y y3asSte

Large numbers of Purple Martins andariety of swallow species weseen on census flocking together

at the tip of Fish Point and at Fox Pond. The recent north winds also broumint finst thrush species

F2N) 0KS aStrazys gA0K I SSNE | yRatd2d dAugusta 2y Qa ¢ KN.
respectively.

The first significant dd front of the fallarrivedin early Septemberboosting our banding totals and
bringinginf  NAS ydzYo SNE&E 2 F-Cheekdd XhfusHes/ QraSegteyniber ID bikds@ere
bande Ay Of dzZRAY 3 n T {GChéekey Ehush€sdVaroys Rarbiep spéziNsSriEluding
Blackand White Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird and BldukatedBlue Warblemere seen in
the netting area and on census, but not in large numbers.

Higher numbers of migrating raptors begda show up as well, following the thrushes. The census on
September 10 was remarkably slow considering the favourable condgiofthe night beforelow

temperatures and ndh windsc probably becauséd KS f I NBS y dzY 6 S NJ-Shifined 2 2 LISNID &
Hawks hanging around Fish Point caused the songbirds to stay silent and keep glot éfreerican

Kestrelsverea common sight alontipe roads, perching on the telephone wires as tlkepta sharp eye

out for the small mammals and insects that make up most of their diet.

Two unlikely flycatcher species were banded at the beginning of this month: a-Grested Flycatcher

on Septembe 2", and an OliveéSided Flycatcher on thé"4GreatCrested Flycatchers have been banded
occasionally over the years, but the OlSled Flycatcher was a first for PIBO.

11
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Greatcrested Fchatch. hoto by Sachiko chott.

The most unexpeed observation of the fall seasamas the sighting of 16 additional American White
Pelicans on Septembel'9seen flying past theg of Fish Point! This fall wése first time that White
Pelicanswerdl B O2 NRSR 2y (1 KS Ayedrhstory, arid yiowhree.fldtkd weradpiitiedNIi S S y
just in this season.

The number of warbler species banded and observed by PIBO dwindledysteamt the second hatff
September, until by the 30only a single Magnolia Warbler was banded. Earlier, there wédra sew
mixed flocks of migrating warblers moving through on Septemb#r 13", and 229, including Black
Throated Green Warblers, BlaakdWhite Warblers, Blackpoll Warblers and Tennessee Warblers, and
Ovenbirds were seen on Septembeiiahd 2F. As well, a handsome male Hooded Warbler was seen
on census on September 2and 229, hanging out around Fox Pond, and the first Myrtle Warbler of the
season was seen on Septembei'19

More sparrow species wemgbserved: the first Whitéfhroated Sparne was banded on September'.,8

and one or two were generally observed evengrning since then. On September"$2a White

Crowned Sparrow and a Savannah Sparrow were seen on census, which was the first sighting of either of
these species for the season.

September 2% was a warm, clear day, and many Blue Jays were seen on census preparing to migrate
south over thedke.Flocks of hundreds of jays were seen consistently for the rest of the month, often
being harassed by the ShafpK A Y Y SR | | éHawka and, 8ndhdSdeasi@n, a Peregrine Falcon
that waited for the jays to move out over the lake before stooping on them andesaagtthe flock.
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The first Brown Creeper of the season was banded on Septemtien@8é several more were seen on
census ad in the netting area the next dayith them were20 RubyCrowned Kingletsalso spotted on
September 29.

Strong winds and overcastisk made for a slow start to the month of Octoler 3 2 YS { gl Ay a2y Qa
Thrushes, Hermit Thrushes and Gf&lyeekedrhrushes were banded, but not in large numbers. A few

warbler species were seen, and several BlHgtoated Blue Warblers and Ovenbirds were banded on

occasion. Western Palm Warblers and Myrtle Warblers began to show up more frequently. Twelve

different warbler species were observed on Octobé&; icluding the first OrangErowned Warbler of

the season. Interestingly, it already had a b&ralt while the wabler lingered close to the netsnever

came close enough to be captured, and where it was bamsedwhe/ g A f f KIF @S (2 NBYIAY

Sparows had more of a presence in Octolgamany WhiteThroated Sparrows were banded, and flocks
of them were often seen and heard around the netting area. The first Swamp Sparrow was sighted on
October 29 and o October 1@ hundreds of sparrows were seen on the west beach of Fish Point,
including the first Clagoloured Sparrow anchigrantEastern Towhee of the season. A Field Sparrow
was banded as well, an unusual capture as they usually prefer open fields-@vbitemed Sparrows
becane more common, and the first Fox Sparrows for the fall were banded on OctoBer 11

The first GolderCrowned Kinglet was observed on Octobét Erom there, numbers fluctuated but they
remained a constant on census and in the netting area, with large flocks moving through the netting
area on October®and 12",

On October 9, 33 birds were banded of adé variety of species, from warblers to thrushes to
sparrows. Birdandingactivity reached its zenith on Octoberl,when 154 birds were banded of 16

A LISOA S&zZ stbandihgaial fét theldéaSoihe majority of the birds captured were Hermit
Thrushes (49), with Whitd hroated Sparrows coming in a close second (38). Large numbers of both
species of kinglets were banded as weétily two of the Hermit Thrushes bandevere recaptured the
next day, which is typical for the islaganigrants seem quak to continue their migration, and do not
tend to lingerat Fish Point

October 139 was quieter, except for 31 Golderowned Kinglets that were captured on a single net
round. They made up the majority of birds banded for the day. By Octolfeiti@wind had picked
back up and was coming from the south, and bird activity had slowed back down.

A few waterfow! species began to beserved on censuat the beginning of Octobeseven Red
Breasted Mergansers were seen over the lake on Octobeaitd tiree Horned Grebes were observed
on census on Octobetf"9but large numbers of duckedyet to appear. Some shorebirdgre still
around, including a group of 17 Sanderlings and a Spotted Sandpiper seen on Ottabdifide
Killdeer observed on Octobd5", but forthe most part their migration was over.

Goldencrowned Kinglets and Hermit Thrushes made up the majority of birds banded in the last half of
October, with some Whitd hroated Sparrows thrown in for variety. There were a few busy daygin th
netting area, with 96 birds banded on Octobet"l#hd a few other days where fifty or sixty birds were
captured, but activity in the netting area had slowed considerably by OctolJeri2tere were a few
highlights amid the sea of kinglets, thrushes apdrrows, such as a Bhiteaded Vireo that was banded
on October 18, an Eastern Phoebe turned up in the nets on Octob&; 48d a very late YelloBellied
Flycatcher was captured on October™9
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The most activity was seen on census, largely duedaetiormous flocks of Red/inged Blackbirds,
European Starlings, Common Grackles and American Crowdldtathe skies, especially over Fox
Pond, wherdlocks of RedWinged Blackbirds and Euragre Starlingsvere seenbeing harassed by a
SharpShinned Hawon October 21.

Sharpshinned Hawk. Photo by Sachiko Schott.

American Robingere a constant, with many beirmpen seen and heard around tinetting area, but
only rarely captured. Many American Robins were seen on census on OctSlmrd202<,

A Magnolia Warbler was banded on Octobel' 18nd one was seen on October'2Tnixing with a flock
of kingletsg an unusuallyate sighting for Pelee Islaniilyrtle Warblerswere seen occasionally, and
seventeen were banded on October™ ®ut other han that there wawery little warbler activity, as
most species have finished their migration for the year.

On the lake, the first Common Loon was spotted on Octob#ér 48d Horned Grebesere seen quite
frequently ¢ several hundred were counted on @beer 24". The first Common Goldeneye of the season
was observed on October #9and on October 34, 200unidentified £aup species and 440 Red
Breasted Mergansers were counted out on the open water as waterfowl migration picked up pace. A
few other firds remained for the season as welbn October 2%, the north wind brought with it the

first Eastern Bluebirds, Tundra Swans and American3paerows of the season. The first Pine Siskins
were observed on October 26and a Dunlin turned up on censmis October 27.

Owl nets were open at the PIBO cottage on Stone Road for the first time this year on Octbpeh&8
PIBO held the first of its annual public owling nights. One Eastern Screeafa®bdndedprobably a
local resident as it was caped again the next week, along with another, unbanded Eastern Screech
Owl. The first Northern Sawhet Owls of the season were banded on Octobét, 2td three more
were captured on October 29
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November began on a chilly note, with rain turningsteet during the morning census. Overnight winds

from the north brought in hundreds of Rdé#reasted Mergansers and several Common Loons, as well as
0KS aSlhazyQa FANRG {y2¢ .dzyldAy3ao ¢KIFid S@SyAay3a:
strongwinds managed to capture a local Eastern Screech Owl.

Snow Buntings were seagainon census November'? and many Golderowned Kinglets and Ruby
Crowned Kinglets were banded. 28 birds were banded altogether, a high total for the end of the fall
seasm. From there, activity in the netting area continued to slow down, until the last day of banding on
November 8.

More bird activity was seen on census, as large groupsafps RedBreasted Mergansers, Buffleheads
andHoodedGrebes were frequently seeout on the lake. Common Loons and Common Goldeneyes
were seen occasionally as well, and the first Black Scoter was seen on Nové&n®paBows were
occasionally seen in the vegetation along the west beach, including American Tree Sparrows, Song
Sparravs, Fox Sparrows and Vesper Sparrows.

Interestingly, a Nashville Warbler was banded on Novembeabd two Orange&rowned Warblers

were seen on census on Novembét These sightings were rather unusual, as most warblers except
Myrtle Warblers had firshed their migration by the beginning dfé month. Another Orang€rowned
Warbler was seen on November®l,4long with a couple of Hermit Thrushes. On Novembér 43
numberof Rusty Blackbirds was seen flipping over dead leaves as they foraged for food on the beach.
Another group of distinctive fall migrants, this time a flafkTundra Swansvas observed flying

overhead on November 14

The fall season ended on NovemHteét", when thousands of European Starlings were seen flocking
together, and many groups of Horned Larks and American Pipits were seen flying over the tip.
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Table Z; Fall Coverage Effort

Description
Coverage

Coverage
days
Netting
period
Netting
days

Birds
banded
Net hours
Bird/net
hour
Species
banded
Recaptures
Species
recaptured
Species
recorded

2014
Auglc
Nov 15

107

Nov 8

88

1724

3026
0.59

60

26
10

165

2013

Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Nov 8

89

1988

2838
0.69

60

39
13

168

2012

Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Nov 8

80

2909

2816
1.03

65

130
25

176

2011

Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Aug 10¢ Aug 15¢ Aug 13¢ Aug 11¢
Nov 15

81

1639

2250
0.73

65

33
14

167

16

2010
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Aug 4¢
Nov 10
90
2788

2837
0.98

74

61
18

166

2009
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Aug 5¢
Nov 11

90
2471

3002
0.82

72

59
15

172

2008
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Aug 3¢
Nov 11
92
2711

3149
0.86

69

56
18

171

2007
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

107

Aug 1¢
Nov 13
n/a

2035

3366
0.61

74

60
18

178



Table 3¢ Canbined Spring and Fall Coverage

Description
Coverage

Coverage
days
Netting
period

Netting
days
Birds
banded
Net hours
Bird/net
hour
Species
banded
Recaptures
Species
recaptured
Species
recorded

2014
April 1 -
Jun 10
Aug 1-
Nov 15

178

April 18
¢Junb
Aug 15
Nov 8
134
2661

4497
0.59

75

106
17

197

2013
Apr 1¢
Jun 6
Aug 1¢
Nov 15
173

Apr 15¢

Jun 5

Aug 15¢
Nov 8
142
2519

4209
0.60

82

104
19

200

2012
Apr 4¢
Jun 10
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

174

Apr 13¢

Jun 15

Aug 13¢
Nov 8
123
3772

4296
0.86

81

130
25

201

2011
Apr 4¢
Jun 8
Aug 1¢
Nov 15
173

Apr 12¢

May 31
Aug 11¢
Nov 15
119
2404

3356
0.72

78

103
24

203

17

2010
Apr 2¢
Jun 10
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

177

Apr 2¢

May 28
Aug 4¢

Nov 10
139
3498

4280
0.82

85

126
23

193

2009
Apr 1¢
Jun 10
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

178

Apr 2¢

May 24
Aug 3¢

Nov 11
134
3296

4500
0.66

88

136
28

198

2008
Apr 3¢
Jun 14
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

180

Apr 5¢
Jun 10
Aug 3¢
Nov 11
147
3505

5075
0.71

82

151
25

194

2007
Apr 1¢
Jun 15
Aug 1¢
Nov 15

183

Apr 2¢
Jun 1
Aug 1¢
Nov 15
139
2672

4739
0.55

84

126
23

205



Table 4¢ Species and Forms Banded in 2012

Species
{1 AyazyQa
GoldenCrowned Kinglet
Hermit Thrush
Grey-Cheeked Thrush
RedWinged Blackbird
White-Throated Sparrow
Magnolia Warbler
Ruby-Crowned Kinglet
American Redstart
Ovenbird
Myrtle Warbler
Northern Waterthrush
Yellow Warbler
BlackThroated Blue Warbler
Common Grackle
Northern Cardinal
ChestnutSided Warbler
Canadawarbler
Grey Catbird
Yellow-Bellied Flycatcher
Blackand-white Warbler
Nashville Warbler
Veery
SharpshinnedHawk
Common Yellowthroat
Winter Wren
Redeyed Vireo

2 Afa2yQa 2|

Rubythroated Hummingbird
American Robin
Blackpoll Warbler

SlateColoured Junco
Brown Creeper
Northern Sawwhet Owl
Swamp Sparrow
Blue Jay
House Wren
Wood Thrush
Northern Parula
Baltimore Oriole

Blackcapped Chickadee
Tennessee Warbler
Indigo Bunting
Mourning Warbler

Spring

50
2
11
11
143
31
59
13
30
26
16
32
44
10
18
10
27
23
16
12
9
18
6

14

O -

15
11

O OO RFPL OONWPRFO©

18

Fall
332
248
219
130

100
69
79
45
47
39
20

30
18
12

11
15
16

21
22

19

< JEN

12

= el el
P oo Do h e

b WO

Total
382
250
230
141
143
131
128
















































