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Executive Summary 
A variety of research, education and outreach programs were completed by the Pelee Island Bird 
Observatory in 2014, making it a very productive and enjoyable year. 
 
tL.hΩǎ spring and fall migration monitoring coverage at Fish Point Provincial Nature Reserve (Ontario 
Parks ς Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources) ran from April 1st to June 10th, and August 1st to 
November 15th, for 178 coverage days in total. Seven employees and volunteers contributed a total of 
1465.5 field hours to record 197 species at Fish tƻƛƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tL.hΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ нпсм ōƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
75 species were banded in 4497 net hours, for an average catch rate of 0.59 birds/net hour.  
 
A number of other research studies were also completed this year including amphibian and marsh bird 
surveys, ŀǾƛŀƴ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǘ wƛǎƪ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭŀƴŎƘŀǊŘΩǎ /ǊƛŎƪŜǘ 
Frog, and monarch butterfly counts. In the summer, staff conducted morning and evening breeding bird 
censuses from June 3rd to July 2nd, and collected detailed data used to determine the number of male 
birds holding territories on two study sites in the Stone Road Alvar.  
 
tL.hΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŜǎǎ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ нлмп ƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻ staff turnover, but in-class 
visits will resume in the New Year. Three live video conferences were carried out with classes on the 
Ontario mainland this spring, a continuation of the online classroom presentations that were begun in 
2012. tL.hΩǎ Facebook page remained active, and at the time of writing has over four hundred 
followers. Additional education and outreach activities this year included our popular public owling 
ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ ōƛǊŘ ōŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǘ CƛǎƘ tƻƛƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ tL.hΩǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ōŀǊōŜǉǳŜΦ 
 
The work accomplished this year was made possible thanks to the critical help of many organizations 
and individuals (please see Acknowledgements section). Their support continues to allow PIBO to pursue 
a multitude of programs that benefit North American Neotropical migrants, national and provincial 
Species at Risk, and many Carolinian nesting birds with limited breeding ranges in Canada. 
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Introduction 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ tL.hΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƛƴ нлмпΦ LƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀǊŜ 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ tL.hΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΤ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ .ƛǊŘ /ŜƴǎǳǎŜǎ ό../ύΤ ƳŀǊsh bird 
and amphibian studies; monarch butterfly counts; and Species at Risk monitoring. Where appropriate, 
results are presented in tables throughout the section, including the number of individuals and species 
banded, recaptured and captured at Fish Point this year; Northern Saw-whet Owl capture totals; 
breeding bird territories identified on BBC plots; field effort; and Species at Risk encountered by PIBO in 
2014. Also included are edited versions of the spring and fall migration updates that are posted 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƴ tL.hΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ page. 
 
PIBO undertook a number of community outreach programs in 2014, and the details of these programs 
and activities are provided. Several online video conferences were conducted from the island with 
schools on the mainland, the banding station hosted a large ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ tL.hΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǿƭƛƴƎ 
nights continued to be popular with islanders, cottagers, and mainland visitors.  
 

Songbird Migration Monitoring 
Migration monitoring is a standardized program of sampling migrants by capture or observation. 
Repeated daily and annually, it has the capacity to contribute scientifically meaningful data that can 
further our understanding of bird migration ecology. The data collected at migration stations provides 
baseline information that is used to detect changes in the population trends of songbirds that annually 
migrate to and from their breeding and wintering grounds. Accurate knowledge of population status and 
change is fundamental to species conservation, and as many songbirds summer and winter in remote 
and inaccessible areas, it can be difficult to survey these species outside of the migration season. 
 
In Canada, the Canadian Migration Monitoring Network (CMMN) oversees migration studies in Canada. 
The network is made up of more than twenty-five permanent sites established across the country that, 
like PIBO, generate daily migration counts for a wide range of species. Monitoring stations are 
committed to collecting standardized data that contributes to our collective understanding of the 
changes taking place in populations of migratory birds, to documenting migration at the station itself, 
and to other bird-related studies. 
 
tL.hΩǎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ coverage at Fish Point Provincial Nature Reserve (Ontario Parks ς Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources) ran from April 1st to June 10th, and August 1st to November 15th, for 178 
coverage days in total. Seven employees and volunteers contributed a total of 1465.5 field hours to 
record 197 ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀǘ CƛǎƘ tƻƛƴǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tL.hΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ нпсм ōƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ т5 species were 
banded in 4497 net hours, for an average catch rate of 0.59 birds/net hour.  
 

Spring Migration 
The 12th spring migration monitoring season at Fish Point Provincial Nature Reserve concluded on June 
10th after 71 consecutive days of coverage (less one day) from April 1st. In all, 172 species were 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ tL.hΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ΨŎƻǳƴǘΩ ŀǊŜŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ прс person-hours of standardized field observation 
and bird banding. 27 warbler species were tallied on the island this spring by staff and volunteers, 
including a Yellow-Throated Warbler, many Northern Parulas, Chestnut-sided Warblers, Black-throated 
Green Warblers and Pine Warblers. A Cattle Egret was also seen, although it was a non-standard 
observation and not part of the usual migration monitoring activities. This was only the second record 
for PIBO.   
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Bird banding ran from April 18th to June 2st, 46 days in total, including 10 days with less than complete 
coverage due to inclement weather. It was a good banding season, with 852 birds captured of 62 species 
in 1461 net hours, for an average catch-rate of 0.58 birds/net-ƘƻǳǊ όƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ ŎŀǘŎƘ 
rate of 0.40 birds/net-hour). Seven staff and volunteers contributed 239.5 field-hours to the spring 
migration program. 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ tL.hΩǎ ōƛǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
written narratives founŘ ƛƴ tL.hΩǎ нлмп 5ŀƛƭȅ [ƻƎ ōƻƻƪΥ 
 
Migration monitoring began April 1st with an active first census of the year. Many American Robins were 
observed, along with Dark-eyed Juncos, Song Sparrows, a variety of blackbird species (some reverse-
migrating), and good numbers of waterfowl. Many more Common Mergansers and Common 
Goldeneyes were seen around the island than in past Aprils, as the unusually cold weather prevented 
them from migrating due to the persistence of the ice on the lake. Migration slowed down in the 
following days as winds turned to the north, but by the 6th the weather had become calm and thousands 
of waterfowl were seen on the lake (although at distances too great for them to be readily identified). 
On April 7th bird activity picked up again and 72 Golden-crowned Kinglets were counted on census, along 
with several different species of sparrows and large numbers of blackbirds. Dark-eyed Juncos were a 
common sight for the next several days. The first warblers of the season, two Yellow-rumped Warblers, 
were seen and heard on census on April 9th. High winds and waves made it difficult to count the large 
numbers of ducks feeding out on the lake, but Red-breasted Mergansers dominated, with several 
hundred being seen on each census.  
 
 

 
Fish Point Provincial Park. Photo by Sachiko Schott. 
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April 15th saw the sudden and unexpected return of winter, with temperatures dropping from 20х C the 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Ƴƛƴǳǎ нх C. The trees and bushes were covered in snow and ice, and census was 
delayed by the necessity of detouring around a tree that had fallen across the road. It was a very quiet 
day for birds - even the Red-winged Blackbirds were keeping to themselves, which made it easier to 
hear the quiet calls of the first Pine Warbler and Black-Throated Green Warbler for the season. Hermit 
Thrushes, Dark-eyed Juncos and Rusty Blackbirds were observed feeding in the netting area, laying up 
fat against the unexpectedly rough weather.  
 
Low temperatures and persistent north winds for the following few days made for a slow start to the 
bird banding season. Mist nest were set up on the 16th and banding began the next day. The most 
common birds captured were Red-Winged Blackbirds, White-Throated Sparrows and American Robins. 
Warbler migration kicked off with sightings of Black-Throated Green, Western Palm, Pine, and Black-
and-White Warblers, and a Northern Waterthrush banded on the 18th.  
 
A Cattle Egret was observed on the afternoon of the 18th hanging about on a cottage lawn at the North 
end of the island. This African species was first reported in North America in 1941, and a breeding group 
of them was reported on Pelee Island for several years until the colony was abandoned in 1980. Since 
then they have been sighted on the island only rarely, and this record is only the second one for PIBO. 
 
An interesting encounter occurred on the 25th, when the remains of a banded American Robin were 
found in the netting area. Upon investigation, it turned out that the robin was originally banded by PIBO 
in the spring of 2008 as a second-year bird, making it six years old when it was killedς a good age for a 
robin, although several years short of the current longevity record for the species, which is 13 years. It 
was probably predated by a Sharp-Shinned Hawk, several of which were observed flying over the netting 
area and on census.  
 
A warm front on April 30th brought in many new species, including Yellow Warbler, Blue-Headed Vireo, 
Grey Catbird, Baltimore Oriole and Rose-Breasted Grosbeak. A Virginia Rail was also observed on census.  
 
Things began to pick up on May 5th after thunderstorms the previous night pushed through a large group 
ƻŦ ǿŀǊōƭŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƘŜǎǘƴǳǘ-Sided, Magnolia, Black-Throated Blue Warbler, and 
American Redstarts. Several Nashville Warblers were banded. This diversity of warbler species 
continued in the following days, with the first Orange-/ǊƻǿƴŜŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ .ƭǳŜ-Winged 
Warbler and Hooded Warbler banded between the 6th and the 11th. 

 

 
Male Hooded Warbler. Photo by Sachiko Schott. 
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Yellow Warblers were a constant in the netting area and on census from April 30th onwards. Several 
banded Yellow Warblers were sighted and repeatedly recaptured, and most likely established territories 
in the netting area. Breeding activity was well underway for some species by mid-May, and House 
Wrens, American Robins and Yellow-Shafted Flickers were all observed building nests around the 
banding station. 
 
The first Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds showed up on May 9th in large numbers ς six of them were 
captured during banding, and a Black-Billed Cuckoo was banded on May 10th. An unusual sighting was 
made on the 11th, when two Common Nighthawks were spotted perched in trees around the banding 
station.  
 
Several episodes of reverse migration were reported in May. On the 8th a large movement of warblers, 
orioles, tanagers, grosbeaks and blackbirds was observed moving south. Large numbers of Myrtle 
Warblers, Western Palm Warblers and Nashville Warblers were sighted, along with the first Red-Eyed 
Vireo, American Pipit and Orchard Oriole of the season. There was a smaller movement of birds on May 
12th, the highlight of which was a Yellow-Throated Warbler. A much larger reverse migration was 
observed on May 13th, when many hundreds of Tennessee Warblers, Nashville Warblers, Indigo 
Buntings, Red-Winged Blackbirds and Baltimore Orioles were observed flying south off Fish Point, both 
on census and by other bird watchers. Flycatcher species were common as well, and the first Yellow-
bŜƭƭƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƛƭƭΩǎ CƭȅŎŀǘŎƘŜǊs of the season were banded that same day.  
 
Spring Song activities kicked off on May 9th ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ tŜƭŜŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ .ƛǊŘ wŀŎŜΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
the morning of the 10th was slow for birds, in total the eleven teams sighted 157 species. 
Congratulations to J and K Rolling, who were the winning team with 121 species sighted. The Spring 
Song weekend was also enlivened by a male Prothonotary Warbler, which was frequently observed 
singing around one of the nest boxes at Fish Point. A couple Yellow-Breasted Chats were also spotted at 
various points on the island. 
 
May 16th ǿŀǎ tL.hΩǎ busiest day of the season, with 95 birds banded of 20 species. The banding totals 
showed a definite influx of Chestnut-Sided Warblers (18 banded) and Northern Parulas (7 banded, which 
ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ tL.hΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tŀǊǳƭŀǎ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ an entire year). After that, the 
number of birds banded began to steadily decline as the end of the spring migration advanced. 
 
An Eastern Kingbird was banded on May 19th, an unusual capture as this flycatcher species prefers open 
spaces and usually stays up above the dogwoods in the netting area, out of reach of the mist nets. This 
was only the third kingbird ever banded at PIBO.  
 
A warm front moved through on May 21st, heralded by a short-lived but torrential thunderstorm. The 
first Mourning Warbler of the season was banded on May 22nd, and a Connecticut Warbler was 
photographed on census that same day, the only one observed this season. 
 
One last mixed flock of warblers moved through the netting area on the 25th, with a Blackburnian 
²ŀǊōƭŜǊΣ ǘǿƻ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩs Warblers, two Canada Warblers, five American Redstarts, two Northern 
Waterthrushes and two Ovenbirds banded. Warbler diversity declined precipitously after that, although 
Magnolia Warblers continued to be captured on the 29th, 30th and 31st, and a male Hooded Warbler was 
banded on May 31st.  
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Female Red-winged Blackbird. Photo by Sachiko Schott. 

 
June 1st was the final day of banding for the spring season. Five birds were banded of five species, all of 
them local nesters: Yellow Warbler, Grey Catbird, Downy Woodpecker, Common Grackle and Red-
Winged Blackbird. Census continued until June 10th, and for the most part turned up a predictable roster 
of local nesting birds (Red-Winged Blackbirds, Cedar Waxwings, Red-Eyed Vireos, Yellow Warblers), 
along with a few waterfowl and shorebirds (Least Sandpipers, Spotted Sandpiper).  
 
New species were still being seen almost right up until the last day of coverage. A Western Kingbird was 
spotted at the tip of Fish Point on the 5thΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ Iŀǿƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻn was seen on the 6th, and 
a singing Acadian Flycatcher was heard on the 9th.  
 

Table 1 ς Spring Coverage Effort 

Description 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

Coverage Apr 1 - 
Jun 10 

Apr 1 -
Jun 6 

Apr 4 ς 
Jun 10 

Apr 4 ς 
Jun 8 

Apr 2 ς 
Jun 10 

Apr 1 ς 
Jun 10 

Apr 3 ς 
Jun 14 

Apr 1 ς 
Jun 15 

Coverage days 71 67 68 66 70 71 73 76 

Netting period Apr 18 
ς Jun 2 

Apr 15 ς 
Jun 5 

Apr 13 ς 
Jun 5 

Apr 12 ς 
May 31 

Apr 4 ς 
May 28 

Apr 2 ς 
May 24 

Apr 5 ς 
Jun 10 

Apr 2 ς 
Jun 1 

Netting days 46 53 44 38 47 44 55 48 

Birds banded 852 531 863 767 708 825 794 637 

Net hours 1461 1321 1484 1106 1442 1640 1927 1373 

Bird/net hour 0.58 0.41 0.58 0.69 0.49 0.51 0.41 0.46 

Species 
banded 

62 65 63 61 67 68 69 67 

Recaptures 80 66 56 70 65 77 95 66 

Species 
recaptured 

11 13 13 14 11 18 9 10 

Species 
recorded 

172 168 159 173 166 170 175 177 

 



10 
 

Fall Migration 
The fall migration monitoring season at Fish Point Provincial Nature Reserve ran for 107 consecutive 
days of coverage, from August 1st to November 15th. In all, 165 ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƛƴ tL.hΩs 
ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ΨŎƻǳƴǘΩ ŀǊŜŀ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ уфр person-hours of standardized field observation and bird banding. 28 
warbler species were tallied on the island this fall by staff and volunteers, including one Golden-Winged 
Warbler, HoodeŘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎΣ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛŎǳǘ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ. 
Other notable species: one new species was ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ tL.hΩǎ ƻŦŦicial Pelee Island list: American White 
Pelican. Three flocks were seen on census this fall, bringing tL.hΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛes list up to 270 (from 269 
species in 2012). 
 
Bird banding ran from August 10th to November 8th, for 100 days in total, including 12 days with less 
than complete coverage due to inclement weather. It was a good banding season, with 1724 birds 
captured of 58 species in 3026 net hours, for an average catch-rate of 0.59 birds/net-hour, which was 
ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΩǎ ŎŀǘŎƘ-rate of 0.58 birds/net-hour. tL.hΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ hƭƛǾŜ-sided Flycatcher and Barn 
Swallows were ōŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ tL.hΩǎ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎǇŜcies banded up to 111 (from 109 in 2012). Five 
staff and volunteers contributed 955.75 field-hours to the fall migration program. 
 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŜȄŎŜǊǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ tL.hΩǎ ōƛǿŜŜƪƭȅ ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
written narratives found ƛƴ tL.hΩǎ нлмп 5ŀƛƭȅ [ƻƎ ōƻƻƪΥ 
 

 
American White Pelicans. Photo by Sumiko Onishi. 

 
tL.hΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǳǎǇƛŎƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƻƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мst, when two American White Pelicans were spotted on 

census, mixed in among the thousands of Double-Crested Cormorants at the tip of Fish Point. Overall, 

though, census and banding were slow. Four more pelicans were spotted on August 3rd. Local breeding 

birds made up the bulk of observations, and Fox Pond was the scene of the most songbird activity due to 

the large numbers of fledged young and their parents who feed in the area. Indigo Buntings, Northern 

Cardinals and Yellow Warblers were seen daily. Large groups of Baltimore Orioles were seen moving 

through the netting area, feeding in preparation for their trip to Central and South America.  

The temperature, which was unseasonably cool for early August, dropped markedly on the 15th ǘƻ рх/ 
with north-west winds, bringing in several new warbler species for the fall. A Prothonotary Warbler and 
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a Northern Parula were seen on census, two American Redstarts and a Blackburnian Warbler were 
banded, and a Canada Warbler was observed in the netting area. 
 
Fall migration continued to be slow during the second half of August as warm south winds discouraged 
migration. The majority of birds banded continued to be Common Grackles and House Wrens, most 
likely local birds who were hatched or had nested on the island, but activity began to pick up towards 
the end of the month. 
 
New warbler species for the season continued to arrive, with the first Magnolia Warblers, Chestnut-
Sided Warblers, and Ovenbirds observed on August 19th, the first Black-Throated Blue Warbler on 
August 25th, and the first Golden-Winged Warbler on August 29th. Very often, mixed flocks of warblers 
were observed in and around the netting area, but the birds were flying too high up in the canopy to be 
caught in the mist-nets. After the winds turned to the north on the 23rd, the number of warblers began 
to increase, culminating in 17 birds banded on August 30th, nine of them American Redstarts.  
 
On August 28th, onlookers at the banding station noticed a large concentration of songbirds in a distant 
tree. Closer observation revealed that the assorted Baltimore Orioles, Red-Eyed Vireos, and various 
warbler species were all clustered around a single Common Nighthawk roosting on a branch. Small 
songbirds frequently mob owls and raptor species by giving alarm calls and even physically attacking the 
predator, but in this case they showed no signs of alarm and eventually dispersed. It seems they just 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜƭȅ-shaped bird! 
 
Large numbers of Purple Martins and a variety of swallow species were seen on census flocking together 
at the tip of Fish Point and at Fox Pond. The recent north winds also brought in our first thrush species 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ±ŜŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƘǊǳǎƘ ōŜƛƴƎ ōŀƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нтth and 28th of August, 
respectively.  
 
The first significant cold front of the fall arrived in early September, boosting our banding totals and 
bringing in ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŜȅ-Cheeked Thrushes. On September 7th, 87 birds were 
bandedΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ пт {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ мр DǊŜȅ-Cheeked Thrushes. Various warbler species including 
Black-and White Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird and Black-Throated Blue Warbler were seen in 
the netting area and on census, but not in large numbers. 
 
Higher numbers of migrating raptors began to show up as well, following the thrushes. The census on 
September 10th was remarkably slow considering the favourable conditions of the night before ςlow 
temperatures and north winds ς probably because ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ƘŀǊǇ-Shinned 
Hawks hanging around Fish Point caused the songbirds to stay silent and keep out of sight. American 
Kestrels were a common sight along the roads, perching on the telephone wires as they kept a sharp eye 
out for the small mammals and insects that make up most of their diet.  
 
Two unlikely flycatcher species were banded at the beginning of this month: a Great-Crested Flycatcher 
on September 2nd, and an Olive-Sided Flycatcher on the 4th. Great-Crested Flycatchers have been banded 
occasionally over the years, but the Olive-Sided Flycatcher was a first for PIBO. 
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Great-crested Flycatcher. Photo by Sachiko Schott. 

 
The most unexpected observation of the fall season was the sighting of 16 additional American White 
Pelicans on September 9th, seen flying past the tip of Fish Point! This fall was the first time that White 
Pelicans were ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ tL.hΩǎ ǘƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ-year history, and now three flocks were spotted 
just in this season.  
 
The number of warbler species banded and observed by PIBO dwindled steadily over the second half of 
September, until by the 30th only a single Magnolia Warbler was banded. Earlier, there were still a few 
mixed flocks of migrating warblers moving through on September 17th, 19th, and 22nd, including Black-
Throated Green Warblers, Black-and-White Warblers, Blackpoll Warblers and Tennessee Warblers, and 
Ovenbirds were seen on September 17th and 21st. As well, a handsome male Hooded Warbler was seen 
on census on September 21st and 22nd, hanging out around Fox Pond, and the first Myrtle Warbler of the 
season was seen on September 19th. 
 
More sparrow species were observed: the first White-Throated Sparrow was banded on September 18th, 
and one or two were generally observed every morning since then. On September 22nd, a White-
Crowned Sparrow and a Savannah Sparrow were seen on census, which was the first sighting of either of 
these species for the season.  
 
September 24th was a warm, clear day, and many Blue Jays were seen on census preparing to migrate 
south over the lake. Flocks of hundreds of jays were seen consistently for the rest of the month, often 
being harassed by the Sharp-{ƘƛƴƴŜŘ IŀǿƪǎΣ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ Hawks and, on one occasion, a Peregrine Falcon 
that waited for the jays to move out over the lake before stooping on them and scattering the flock. 
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The first Brown Creeper of the season was banded on September 28th, and several more were seen on 
census and in the netting area the next day. With them were 20 Ruby-Crowned Kinglets, also spotted on 
September 29th.  
 
Strong winds and overcast skies made for a slow start to the month of OctoberΥ ǎƻƳŜ {ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ 
Thrushes, Hermit Thrushes and Grey-Cheeked Thrushes were banded, but not in large numbers. A few 
warbler species were seen, and several Black-Throated Blue Warblers and Ovenbirds were banded on 
occasion. Western Palm Warblers and Myrtle Warblers began to show up more frequently. Twelve 
different warbler species were observed on October 8th, including the first Orange-Crowned Warbler of 
the season. Interestingly, it already had a band ς but while the warbler lingered close to the nets it never 
came close enough to be captured, and where it was banded and wheƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ƳȅǎǘŜǊȅΧ 
 
Sparrows had more of a presence in October ς many White-Throated Sparrows were banded, and flocks 
of them were often seen and heard around the netting area. The first Swamp Sparrow was sighted on 
October 2nd, and on October 10th hundreds of sparrows were seen on the west beach of Fish Point, 
including the first Clay-Coloured Sparrow and migrant Eastern Towhee of the season. A Field Sparrow 
was banded as well, an unusual capture as they usually prefer open fields. White-Crowned Sparrows 
became more common, and the first Fox Sparrows for the fall were banded on October 11th.  
 
The first Golden-Crowned Kinglet was observed on October 1st. From there, numbers fluctuated but they 
remained a constant on census and in the netting area, with large flocks moving through the netting 
area on October 9th and 12th. 
 
On October 9th, 33 birds were banded of a wide variety of species, from warblers to thrushes to 
sparrows. Bird banding activity reached its zenith on October 11th, when 154 birds were banded of 16 
ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ tL.hΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜst banding total for the season. The majority of the birds captured were Hermit 
Thrushes (49), with White-Throated Sparrows coming in a close second (38). Large numbers of both 
species of kinglets were banded as well. Only two of the Hermit Thrushes banded were recaptured the 
next day, which is typical for the island ς migrants seem quick to continue their migration, and do not 
tend to linger at Fish Point. 
 
October 12th was quieter, except for 31 Golden-Crowned Kinglets that were captured on a single net 
round. They made up the majority of birds banded for the day. By October 13th, the wind had picked 
back up and was coming from the south, and bird activity had slowed back down.  
 
A few waterfowl species began to be observed on census at the beginning of October: seven Red-
Breasted Mergansers were seen over the lake on October 6th, and three Horned Grebes were observed 
on census on October 9th, but large numbers of ducks had yet to appear. Some shorebirds were still 
around, including a group of 17 Sanderlings and a Spotted Sandpiper seen on October 4th and five 
Killdeer observed on October 15th, but for the most part their migration was over. 
 
Golden-crowned Kinglets and Hermit Thrushes made up the majority of birds banded in the last half of 
October, with some White-Throated Sparrows thrown in for variety. There were a few busy days in the 
netting area, with 96 birds banded on October 16th and a few other days where fifty or sixty birds were 
captured, but activity in the netting area had slowed considerably by October 25th. There were a few 
highlights amid the sea of kinglets, thrushes and sparrows, such as a Blue-Headed Vireo that was banded 
on October 16th, an Eastern Phoebe turned up in the nets on October 18th, and a very late Yellow-Bellied 
Flycatcher was captured on October 19th. 
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The most activity was seen on census, largely due to the enormous flocks of Red-Winged Blackbirds, 
European Starlings, Common Grackles and American Crows that filled the skies, especially over Fox 
Pond, where flocks of Red-Winged Blackbirds and European Starlings were seen being harassed by a 
Sharp-Shinned Hawk on October 21st.  
 

 
Sharp-shinned Hawk. Photo by Sachiko Schott. 

 
American Robins were a constant, with many being been seen and heard around the netting area, but 
only rarely captured. Many American Robins were seen on census on October 20th and 22nd.  
 
A Magnolia Warbler was banded on October 16th, and one was seen on October 27th, mixing with a flock 
of kinglets ς an unusually late sighting for Pelee Island. Myrtle Warblers were seen occasionally, and 
seventeen were banded on October 19th, but other than that there was very little warbler activity, as 
most species have finished their migration for the year. 
 
On the lake, the first Common Loon was spotted on October 18th, and Horned Grebes were seen quite 
frequently ς several hundred were counted on October 24th. The first Common Goldeneye of the season 
was observed on October 19th, and on October 31st, 200 unidentified scaup species and 440 Red-
Breasted Mergansers were counted out on the open water as waterfowl migration picked up pace. A 
few other firsts remained for the season as well ς on October 22nd, the north wind brought with it the 
first Eastern Bluebirds, Tundra Swans and American Tree-Sparrows of the season. The first Pine Siskins 
were observed on October 26th, and a Dunlin turned up on census on October 27th.  
 
Owl nets were open at the PIBO cottage on Stone Road for the first time this year on October 18th, when 
PIBO held the first of its annual public owling nights. One Eastern Screech Owl was banded, probably a 
local resident as it was captured again the next week, along with another, unbanded Eastern Screech 
Owl. The first Northern Saw-Whet Owls of the season were banded on October 26th, and three more 
were captured on October 29th. 
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November began on a chilly note, with rain turning to sleet during the morning census. Overnight winds 
from the north brought in hundreds of Red-Breasted Mergansers and several Common Loons, as well as 
ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ {ƴƻǿ .ǳƴǘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ tL.h ƘŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻǿƭƛƴƎ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ 
strong winds managed to capture a local Eastern Screech Owl. 
 
Snow Buntings were seen again on census November 2nd, and many Golden-Crowned Kinglets and Ruby-
Crowned Kinglets were banded. 28 birds were banded altogether, a high total for the end of the fall 
season. From there, activity in the netting area continued to slow down, until the last day of banding on 
November 8th. 
 
More bird activity was seen on census, as large groups of scaups, Red-Breasted Mergansers, Buffleheads 
and Hooded Grebes were frequently seen out on the lake. Common Loons and Common Goldeneyes 
were seen occasionally as well, and the first Black Scoter was seen on November 6th. Sparrows were 
occasionally seen in the vegetation along the west beach, including American Tree Sparrows, Song 
Sparrows, Fox Sparrows and Vesper Sparrows.  
 
Interestingly, a Nashville Warbler was banded on November 5th, and two Orange-Crowned Warblers 
were seen on census on November 7th. These sightings were rather unusual, as most warblers except 
Myrtle Warblers had finished their migration by the beginning of the month. Another Orange-Crowned 
Warbler was seen on November 14th, along with a couple of Hermit Thrushes. On November 13th, a 
number of Rusty Blackbirds was seen flipping over dead leaves as they foraged for food on the beach. 
Another group of distinctive fall migrants, this time a flock of Tundra Swans, was observed flying 
overhead on November 14th. 
 
The fall season ended on November 15th, when thousands of European Starlings were seen flocking 
together, and many groups of Horned Larks and American Pipits were seen flying over the tip.   
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Table 2 ς Fall Coverage Effort 

Description 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

Coverage Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Coverage 
days 

107 107 107 107 107 107 107 107 

Netting 
period 

Aug 10 ς 
Nov 8 

Aug 15 ς 
Nov 8 

Aug 13 ς 
Nov 8 

Aug 11 ς 
Nov 15 

Aug 4 ς 
Nov 10 

Aug 5 ς 
Nov 11 

Aug 3 ς 
Nov 11 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 13 

Netting 
days 

88 89 80 81 90 90 92 n/a 

Birds 
banded 

1724 1988 2909 1639 2788 2471 2711 2035 

Net hours 3026 2838 2816 2250 2837 3002 3149 3366 

Bird/net 
hour 

0.59 0.69 1.03 0.73 0.98 0.82 0.86 0.61 

Species 
banded 

60 60 65 65 74 72 69 74 

Recaptures 26 39 130 33 61 59 56 60 

Species 
recaptured 

10 13 25 14 18 15 18 18 

Species 
recorded 

165 168 176 167 166 172 171 178 
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Table 3 ς Combined Spring and Fall Coverage 

Description 2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 

Coverage April 1  - 
Jun 10 
Aug 1 - 
Nov 15 

Apr 1 ς 
Jun 6  

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15       

Apr 4 ς 
Jun 10 
Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Apr 4 ς 
Jun 8 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Apr 2 ς 
Jun 10 
Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Apr 1 ς 
Jun 10 
Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Apr 3 ς 
Jun 14 
Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Apr 1 ς 
Jun 15 
Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Coverage 
days 

178 173 174 173 177 178 180 183 

Netting 
period 

April 18 
ς Jun 5 
Aug 15 -  
Nov 8 

Apr 15 ς 
Jun 5 

Aug 15 ς 
Nov 8 

Apr 13 ς 
Jun 15 

Aug 13 ς 
Nov 8 

Apr 12 ς 
May 31 
Aug 11 ς 
Nov 15 

Apr 2 ς 
May 28 
Aug 4 ς 
Nov 10 

Apr 2 ς 
May 24 
Aug 5 ς 
Nov 11 

Apr 5 ς 
Jun 10 
Aug 3 ς 
Nov 11 

Apr 2 ς 
Jun 1 

Aug 1 ς 
Nov 15 

Netting 
days 

134 142 123 119 139 134 147 139 

Birds 
banded 

2661 2519 3772 2404 3498 3296 3505 2672 

Net hours 4497 4209 4296 3356 4280 4500 5075 4739 

Bird/net 
hour 

0.59 0.60 0.86 0.72 0.82 0.66 0.71 0.55 

Species 
banded 

75 82 81 78 85 88 82 84 

Recaptures 106 104 130 103 126 136 151 126 

Species 
recaptured 

17 19 25 24 23 28 25 23 

Species 
recorded 

197 200 201 203 193 198 194 205 
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Table 4 ς Species and Forms Banded in 2012 

Species Spring Fall Total 

{ǿŀƛƴǎƻƴΩǎ ¢ƘǊǳǎƘ 50 332 382 

Golden-Crowned Kinglet 2 248 250 

Hermit Thrush 11 219 230 

Grey-Cheeked Thrush 11 130 141 

Red-Winged Blackbird 143  143 

White-Throated Sparrow 31 100 131 

Magnolia Warbler 59 69 128 

Ruby-Crowned Kinglet 13 79 92 

American Redstart 30 45 75 

Ovenbird 26 47 73 

Myrtle Warbler 16 39 55 

Northern Waterthrush 32 20 52 

Yellow Warbler 44  44 

Black-Throated Blue Warbler 10 30 40 

Common Grackle 18 18 36 

Northern Cardinal 10 12 32 

Chestnut-Sided Warbler 27 4 31 

Canada Warbler 23 5 28 

Grey Catbird 16 11 27 

Yellow-Bellied Flycatcher 12 15 27 

Black-and-white Warbler 9 16 25 

Nashville Warbler 18 7 25 

Veery 6 21 27 

Sharp-shinned Hawk  22 22 

Common Yellowthroat 14 7 21 

Winter Wren 1 19 20 

Red-eyed Vireo 9 7 16 

²ƛƭǎƻƴΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊ 8 8 16 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird 15 1 16 

American Robin 11 4 15 

Blackpoll Warbler 3 12 15 

Slate-Coloured Junco 1 13 14 

Brown Creeper  13 13 

Northern Saw-whet Owl  13 13 

Swamp Sparrow 8 5 13 

Blue Jay 1 11 12 

House Wren 3 9 12 

Wood Thrush 7 5 12 

Northern Parula 9 1 10 

Baltimore Oriole 9  9 

Black-capped Chickadee 1 8 9 

Tennessee Warbler 6 3 9 

Indigo Bunting 4 4 8 

Mourning Warbler 5 4 9 
































